
 
For me, being tough on crime and tough on the causes of crime is not a mere slogan. 
It represents what I have fought for through my entire career – as a youth worker, 
magistrate, local councillor, AM, MP and Police Minister. 
 

We need a Labour and Co-operative Police and Crime Commissioner for South Wales who will be tough on crime while 
delivering justice and fair play. I have experience of taking tough decisions at the highest levels, and a deep 
understanding of both policing and the wider criminal justice system. I have worked at the front line of preventing and 
cutting crime and re-offending for over 30 years - working with young people and as a magistrate before being an MP. 
 

 As Deputy Home Secretary, I introduced the Crime and Disorder Act of 1998, widely described as the most 
effective piece of policing law in a generation 

 I established the successful local crime reduction partnerships, as well as local Youth Offending Teams, the Youth 
Justice Board and Anti-Social Behaviour Orders 

 I have led efforts to tackle crime, fraud and keep our children safe online.  And I am a senior member of the Home 
Affairs Select Committee, investigating  drug trafficking, growth of gangs and last year’s riots in England. 

 

This Tory-Lib Dem coalition is making disastrous and savage cuts to police funding and police numbers.  We need 
tough Labour Commissioners working with our Welsh Labour Government to take them on, to ensure that our police 
force runs effectively.  My priorities would be to ……... 
 

 Fight for the funding needed to keep our communities safe 

 Work co-operatively with the police to cut crime and prevent re-offending 

 Ensure our police are effective, efficient and accountable to the public 

 Work co-operatively with other parts of the criminal justice system 
 

But first we need Labour Councillors elected across South Wales in May. That is why my focus is on 
campaigning with—and listening to—Labour council candidates and activists from Neath to Merthyr and 
from Cardiff to Swansea over the next few weeks. 
 

When Sir Robert Peel set up the first police force in London in the 19th century he said that the first priority for the police 
must be to prevent and cut crime. He also said - “the police are the public, and the public are the police”.  Crime-fighting 
and policing must be rooted in our local communities, so serving and listening must always be key priorities.  
 

I am proud to have received encouragement to stand from across South Wales - from police 
officers and community workers, from MPs and AMs and from Labour leaders including our former 
First Minister Rhodri Morgan.  I hope that you will support me too. 
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Alun Michael began work in South Wales as a newspaper reporter—and 
union branch secretary—before becoming a Youth Worker in Cardiff. 
The experience of 16 years in youth and community work and as a local 
councillor made Alun seek election to Parliament.  Under the Thatcher 
Government young people were left without hope or opportunity and 
he felt that his work and that of many others was being undermined by 
government policies and attitudes.  He believes that the Cameron 
administration is taking us back to those bad times at breakneck speed. 
 
 

Experience as magistrate and Police Minister 
Alun became a magistrate in 1972 and chaired Cardiff Juvenile Bench before being 
elected to Parliament in 1987.  In 1997 he became Police Minister and Deputy Home 
Secretary.  He invented the Anti-social Behaviour Order and gave councils a key role in 
the work of cutting crime. He became Secretary of State for Wales and then the first First 

Minister. As Minister of State for Rural 
Affairs he took the Hunting Act onto the 
Statute Book before becoming Minister of 
State for Industry and the Regions.   
 

Tackling the big issues 

As a senior member of the Justice Select Committee and now the Home 
Affairs Select Committee, Alun has had a key role in scrutinising the 
work of Ministers and key policies such as serious crime, drug trafficking 
and last year’s riots in England. Earlier he 
had grassroots experience of working with 
the police and developing partnership 
initiatives to cut  youth crime.  

Finding the solutions that work 

Alun has a particular interest in tackling online crime and fraud.  As Chair of the 
Parliamentary Internet and Communications Technology Forum he’s brought together 
politicians and industry experts and supported Get Safe Online and the Internet Watch 
Foundation. He recently hosted Safer Internet Day in Parliament which brought 
together grandparents, parents and young people from across the UK, including South 
Wales, to discuss online safety. He’s advocated an “e-Crime Reduction Partnership” to 

bring together Government, Parliament and 
Industry in the UK to tackle online crime.  
 

Rooted in Welsh Labour’s traditions 
Alun follows the strong Welsh tradition of linking the local to the 
international in politics and he’s an advocate for fair trade and  trade 
justice. His passion for social justice, innovation and reform has been 
pursued as chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Corporate 
Governance, vice-chair of the Group for Policing and chair of the Group 
for Civil Society & Volunteering. A fluent Welsh speaker, he is a keen hill 
walker. He has five grown-up children and eleven grandchildren.  
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