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Vote Alun Michael 
for South Wales  

Alun is running as Labour's candiate for Police and Crime Commissioner in South Wales  

South Wales needs a strong, 
experienced Police Commissioner  

South Wales needs a strong, experienced 
Commissioner, who will work WITH senior 
police officers to cut crime, yet also hold 
them to account.     
 
Alun has worked on policing and crime in South 
Wales for 40 years - as youth worker, 
magistrate, probation committee member, 
Councillor, Assembly Member, MP and 
Government Minister. He’s passionate about 
being “tough on crime and tough on the causes 
of crime”.      
 
As Police Minister, Alun brought in the Crime and 
Disorder Act 1998 - described by many police 
chiefs as the most effective legislation in a 
generation. He set up Crime and Disorder 

Partnerships and the Youth Justice Board. He 
drove Labour’s successful initiative to halve the 
time taken to get youth offenders to court in 
order to “nip things in the bud”.     
 
He understands the cycle of crime that criminals 
spiral into when constantly going in and out of 
prisons, and believes in tough restorative justice 
that is beneficial to communities and to victims 
of crime. A life-long Co-operator, Alun knows 
that organisations deliver best when working 
together. He’ll work with the Police, AMs, MPs, 
councillors, academics, charities, and community 
groups so that everyone in South Wales can 
benefit from a truly thorough and effective 
campaign to prevent and tackle crime.     
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Many People are 
Supporting Alun  
See More Inside  

Rhodri Morgan, Former First 
Minister for Wales  

Gwenda Thomas AM, 
Helping Older People  

Huw Irranca-Davies MP, 
Linking Strategy to Local  
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Young people's relationship 
with the police & community  

Alun in Swansea with Tom Hoyles, Hannah Farrar and Councillor Pearl Sangha  

Alun - seen here with Young Labour leaders in 
Swansea - wants joint action to offer a positive future 
for young people in every village, town and city in 
South Wales as well as “nipping things in the bud” 
when youngsters start to get drawn into crime.     
 
He strongly supports the policies of the new Labour 
leadership of Swansea City Council with its plan to 
build stronger and safer communities and an emphasis 
on tackling youth unemployment and promoting 
community safety. He has strongly backed Cardiff’s 
new Labour leader, Heather Joyce, in seeking to end 
the problem of youngsters who have fallen outside 
work, education and training. “Labour leaders in every 
local council across South Wales, and our Welsh 
Government Ministers, are ambitious to do better for 
our young people - even while central government 
imposes cuts that will hurt and do real damage.”     
 

“It’s essential to work together to provide a positive 
future for our young people if we are to avoid a fresh 
cycle of despair that in the past has acted as a 
recruiting sergeant for crime”, he says.     
 
As a youth worker and then as an MP, Alun has worked 
tirelessly to build trust between the police and young 
people, especially during times of high youth 
unemployment. Youth unemployment figures are 
staggering, and it’s a scandal that the Conservative 
government doesn’t see these issues as a priority, 
says Pearl Sangha, Chair of Welsh Labour Youth, who is 
also a Swansea Councillor. She adds: “It should be 
common knowledge that with unemployment comes a 
culture of crime and discontent. We need a police 
commissioner who will put faith in young people 
through these tough times. In meetings with young 
people Alun has shown that he understands both the 
challenges and the opportunities.”     

People 
supporting Alun  

''I can't think of anyone better qualified than Alun. 
Labour opposed the idea of police commissioners 
but now that the legislation has been passed, we 
have to win the election in South Wales with a 
totally committed candidate with the right 
qualities. Alun has shown a lifetime of passionate 
commitment to policing and crime reduction 
issues, and that's why I support him.''  
Rhodri Morgan, former First Minister for Wales  

''Alun has shown strategic vision and attention to 
detail while having the deep sense of community. 
We need a commissioner who has the experience 
to attend to community needs and see the big 
picture. Alun gets it at both levels. ''  
Huw Irranca-Davies, MP for Ogmore  

''Alun is incredibly innovative in combining his 
youth work experience at street level with a 
clinical approach to analysing facts and complex 
evidence in order to transform policy at the 
highest level. As a Minister he led the creation of 
the Youth Offending Teams and the Youth Justice 
Board which have been a great success. He will 
make the role a force for good in South Wales.''  
Howard Williamson CBE, International Youth Policy 

''I want a Commissioner who understands the 
needs of people who are at risk in our 
communities, and who will make sure that the 
police focus clearly on their needs. Alun has a 
passion for social justice and a keen sense of 
community. That's why he's the right person for 
the role.''  
Gwenda Thomas, Assembly Member for Neath  

''I've worked with Alun over the years because we 
were both elected as Labour and Co-operative MPs 
and we believe passionately in the Co-operative 
Ideal. I want to make sure that Swansea get the 
police service it needs. Alun has shown he's 
willing to listen and to work with us and our 
communities.''  
Geraint Davies, MP for Swansea West  

Labour's five-point plan for jobs and growth  
There is a better way  
As unemployment and poverty 
increase, so does the risk of 
crime. Labour has set out a 
clear five-point plan to create 
jobs and help struggling 
families, which in turn will help 
to reduce crime.    

1 100,000 jobs for young people.  

2 Bring forward investment projects like new 
school buildings.  

3 Temporarily reverse the VAT rise - £450 boost 
for families with children.  

4 Cut VAT on home improvements to 5% for a 
year.  

5 A tax break for every small business which 
takes on extra workers.  

Labour's five-point plan for 
jobs offers a real alternative - to 
find out more please visit 
www.labour.org.uk/plan  

➜ ➜ 

 



Need to vote by post? Go to www.aboutmyvote.co.uk or call me on 07789 217 990  

How to make a better 
relationship between 
police and the public  

Police officers are at the lowest for 9 years, with 
the South Wales force cut by 6.2%  
Alun says that an effective Police Commissioner can 
help us protect our communities from these cuts. 
“We need to deal with these cuts without putting 
individuals, families or communities at risk. The 
police are getting on with the job but they face 
great challenges and need our support. We need 
them as ‘frontline’ officers as well as dealing with 
the ‘invisible’ work of intelligence, detection and 
analysis of those who plan crime. We can continue 
this by working with police officers, whether 

through the Community Support Officers (PCSOs) or 
Special Constables, or through work of local councils 
and community groups.     
 
“That’s why we need to be tough on crime and 
tough on the causes of crime—and to intervene more 
quickly when things start to go wrong. If we can 
keep people away from the ‘revolving door of crime’, 
our hard-pressed officers can focus their work on 
the things that really need their professionalism.'    

Domestic violence is a hidden emergency 
for over 1 million women. Alun will work 
with the police, voluntary organisations 
and Welsh Govt. Ministers – whose new 
initiative he applauds – to tackle violence 
against women and children.  
   
Alun been a strong supporter of the violence 
reduction initiative, led by Professor Jon 
Shepherd of Cardiff University, which has cut 
violence generally in the capital. But he believes 
that a lot more needs to be done across South 
Wales to tackle the “hidden emergency” of 
domestic violence.      
 
A recent Labour Party survey has shown that as 
many as one in five 999 calls can be related to 
domestic violence and that over 1 million women 
in England & Wales are affected. Last year the 
domestic violence rate was double the burglary 
rate. Yet in over 90 per cent of incidents little or 
no further action is taken against the perpetrator 
and too little is done to prevent repeat violence.     
 
In Wales, the Welsh Labour Government has 
protected the budget for domestic abuse and will 
be introducing the Domestic Abuse Bill which 
commits to ending violence against women and 
girls. They will make 10,000 lives safer by 
putting into place training for frontline 
professionals (such as health workers and social 
workers) to be able to spot signs of domestic 
abuse as early as possible, and to support victims 
to be able to flee abuse. Carl Sargeant, the 
Minister for Local Government and Communities 
said, “in contrast to what the Coalition 
Government is doing in Westminster, tackling 
domestic abuse remains one of my top priorities. 
The bill that I’ll be introducing shortly will be 
ground-breaking and Wales will lead the way on 
tackling this heinous crime. We need Alun as 
Police and Crime Commissioner for South Wales 
to make sure that this remains a priority for 
police as well.”     
 
Alun Michael commented: “Local research has 
shown that many women go to hospital for 
emergency treatment eight or nine times before 
reporting the violence to the police. That makes 
early intervention difficult, and we need to work 
with voluntary organisations and health 
professionals as well as the police to tackle the 
problem.      
 
“In tough economic times its probably even more 
important to have swift early intervention and 
tackling violence against women and children has 
to be a priority in the crime and policing plan.”    

  Stand up for communities against the Tories' 20 per cent cuts 
to policing and the loss of at least 15,000 police officers.  

  Keep police on the beat with neighbourhood policing, not 
hand it over to private companies.  

  Back a strong and swift response to anti-social behaviour 
and keep people informed about actions taken.  

  Be tough on crime, and tough on the causes of crime. We will 
work in partnership with police, local people and councils to 
tackle and prevent crime.  

  Protect the police from political interference. Our candidates 
have signed a contract to respect the operational 
independence of the Chief Constable.  

  Putting the safety of our communities at risk by making 
20 per cent cuts to the police that will mean at least 
15,000 fewer police officers.  

  Making it harder for the police to use DNA evidence to 
catch dangerous criminals.  

  Weakening action on anti-social behaviour by scrapping 
Anti-Social Behaviour Orders and making people wait 
longer for a police response.  

  Making it more difficult for communities to install CCTV 
cameras which help to keep them safe.  

  Opening the door to privatised policing.  

Labour Police and Crime Commissioners will:  The Tories are:  

 



On Thursday 15 November 2012 you will be able to vote in 
elections for Police and Crime Commissioners. This is your 
chance to deliver a verdict on an out-of-touch Tory-led 
Government and their failure to support our communities on 
crime, Labour Police and Crime Commissioners will protect our 
communities and fight crime.    FIGHTING CRIME

COMMUNITIES,
PROTECTING

Alun is your local Labour candidate for Commissioner  

Alun with Martyn Jones, former 
Detective Superintendent  

As a senior police officer until last year, 
Martyn Jones knows the challenges of 
police work at first hand across South 
Wales. And he has full confidence that Alun 
Michael is the person we need as Police 
Commissioner.     
 
“Knocking on doors in Bettws this summer 
with Alun, I was able to see that we share 
the same passion for serving the 
community and making the community 
safer. He’s got the authority that comes 
from having held office as Police Minister 
and being in the Cabinet, but he’s also got 
the street cred and practical sense of 
community that we need.”    

Up-to-date and in touch    
The Internet gives crooks new 
ways to steal money and Alun has 
led efforts to tackle online crime. 
He recently moderated a seminar 
on 'The Rule of Law Online' and 
published research on how to 
make us safe online. He's working 
with business, the police and the 
community to beat the crooks.  

More endorsements for Alun as Commissioner  

Huw Lewis, AM for Merthyr and Rhymney  Prof. Jon Shepherd, Violence Prevention Group  Jenny Rathbone, AM for Cardiff Central  

''Alun gets the link 
between offending 
and social conditions; 
the importance of 
education & skills, 
and the need to 
provide opportunities 
for young people. He 
will fight to prevent 
crime holistically.''  

''Alun was the Police 
Minister who steered 
through the Crime 
and Disorder Act - he 
understands and I'm 
sure will promote the 
crucial partnership 
and scientific 
approach to tackling 
crime.''  

''We need someone 
who understands 
how the police 
operate, and Alun has 
huge experience of 
this and understands 
what needs to 
change. He'll work 
with all of us to make 
things happen.''  

✂ 

Get in touch with Alun Michael  
  Yes, I will be voting Labour.  

  I want to get involved in local campaigns.  

  Please send me details on how to vote by post.  

  Please add me as a supporter of the Labour Party.  

  Please send details about joining the Labour 
Party.  

Name 

 Phone Mobile 

 Email 

 Address 

  Postcode 

Ways to get in touch  

07789 217 990  

alunmichael@alunmichael.net  

www.alunmichael.net  

Please complete and return this form to: GMB, Alexandra House, Swansea, SA1 5ED  

The Labour Party may contact you using the details you have supplied. If you prefer us not to contact you using these particular personal 
details, please write to Communications Unit at The Labour Party, Labour Central, Kings Manor, Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 6PA.  

Promoted by Mike Payne on behalf of Alun Michael both at GMB, Alexandra House, Swansea, SA1 5ED. Printed by Trinity Mirror, Tidal 
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