
Dear fellow co-operator,

You will shortly receive the ballot papers for the selection of the Labour Candidate for Police 
and Crime Commissioner through the post, and this is a real opportunity for us.

I am writing to explain why I believe we should vote for Alun Michael in this selection process, 
and why the Wales Council of  the Co-operative Party is delighted to endorse Alun Michael 
MP as the Labour and Co-operative candidate here in South Wales.

Alun has been a leading voice for co-operative values in Parliament for many years, and 
brought them to the heart of government when he became the first Labour and Co-operative 
MP to sit at the Cabinet Table since AV Alexander in the 1945 Attlee Government.

He has a strong record of working to develop new  and innovative ways of  putting co-operation 
at the heart of policy and services and developed the Co-operative Party’s policy on Law  and 
Order in our 2010 Manifesto.

I know  that as Police and Crime Commissioner, Alun will bring a strong co-operative voice to 
our police services and would work to make the police accountable to the public. He would 
encourage joint working with local councils, with voluntary organisations and with community 
groups to make South Wales a safer place for everyone.

I hope you will support Alun Michael to be our Police and Crime Commissioner.

Best wishes,

Huw Lewis AM
Labour and Co-operative, Merthyr Tydfil and Rhymney
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The Co-operative Party says: 
  “Let’s choose Alun Michael to be 
    our Police and Crime Commissioner”



Alun argued the case for a powerful 
statement of the Co-operative approach to 
cutting crime and disorder to be included in 
our 2010 manifesto. It was widely welcomed 
within the Co-operative and Labour 
movement. Here are some extract.

Involving Everyone
“More can be done to ensure the active engagement 
of the community and the application of a well 
designed methodology to crime reduction. Mutual 
structures, with broad based and open membership, 
can make a real difference in the effectiveness of 
local crime and disorder reduction partnerships, and 
help cut crime within our communities.

A Local Partnership
“The role of Community Safety Partnerships has 
been crucial in making the reduction of crime a key 
priority for local authorities and other partners as well 
as for the police. By engaging their communities, 
understanding their crime concerns, sharing 
intelligence, information and tasking to deal with local 
issues and giving feedback to the public, many 
partnerships have made a real  difference to how the 
public feels about crime and the agencies who tackle 
it. 

An Approach That Works
“These partnerships form one of the unsung 
successes of the Labour government and have 
played a major part in reducing crime generally 
across the country. However, as with most good news 
stories – they rarely have a high public profile. 

More Needs To Be Done
“More needs to be done to engage communities in the 
fight against crime and to give them ownership over 
the local  strategy. “Best practice” has shown excellent 
results but performance varies widely.

“We need to develop a scientific  approach to 
analysing both “crime and the causes of crime” in 
order to bring about change.

Case Study in Partnership 
“The Cardiff Violence Reduction Programme is an 
outstanding example of the value of co-operation. 
Fewer facial injuries were being caused by motor 
accidents but more were being caused by violence in 
the city – so the lessons from improving road safety 
were applied to violence. Police and medical staff 

shared (non-personal) data to analyse violent incidents and design strategies for prevention. Over 10 
years this resulted in a 40% drop in the number of people presenting at Accident & Emergency for 
treatment following violence. Applying the principles of co-operative governance to a much wider range 
of criminal activity has the potential to make every community a safe, co-operative community.”

Alun joins young Co-operators
 for a South Wales Action Day

Alun with Huw Lewis campaigning in Merthyr

Alun spells out the Co-operative message

Alun Michael offers a genuinely 
co-operative approach to law and order




